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BRECKLAND COUNCIL 
 
GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE: 7 NOVEMBER, 2007 
 
REPORT OF THE DEMOCRATIC SERVICES MANAGER 
(Author:   I Vargeson) 
 
 

REVIEW OF POLLING DISTRICTS AND PLACES 
 

Summary:  To make recommendations to Council in order to complete the statutory review 
of polling districts and polling places. 

 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Section 16 of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 requires local authorities to 
undertake a complete review of all polling districts and polling places by 31 December.  
Further reviews are required every four years. 

1.2 In considering the requirements of the legislation, the Committee at its meeting on 4 
July decided to appoint a Working Group to examine this matter in detail and to report 
back.  The Working Group has met on three occasions before today and the minutes of 
those meetings are attached. 

2. KEY DECISION 

2.1 This is not a key decision. 

3. COUNCIL PRIORITIES 

3.1 The matters raised in this report falls within the following Council priorities. 

• A safe and healthy environment 

• A well planned place to live which encourages vibrant communities 

3.2 The aim of the review has been to improve opportunities and facilities for voting where 
possible. 

4. BACKGROUND 

4.1 The Working Group has agreed a timetable for the review in accordance with Electoral 
Commission Guidance and has followed that guidance in the consultation 
arrangements.  A wide range of consultees has been contacted directly and the views 
of the general public have been invited. 

4.2 The Working Group has taken account of a submission from the Returning Officer, 
which is a requirement of the review process, as well as observations received from all 
parties.  A draft summary of the Working Group’s findings and recommendations is 
attached. The Working Group will have met to finalise its report before the Committee 
meeting. 

5. OPTIONS AVAILABLE 

5.1 To put forward the Working Group’s submission as a recommendation to Council. 

5.2 To make amendments to the Working Group’s proposals before making 



D:\moderngov\data\published\Intranet\C00000130\M00000806\AI00002510\ReviewofPollingStationsReport0.doc 

recommendations to Council. 

6. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION(S) 

6.1 In carrying out the review, the Working Group has sought to ensure that: 

• All electors have such reasonable facilities for voting as is practicable in the 
circumstances. 

• So far as is reasonable and practicable, the polling places are accessible to all 
electors. 

6.2 The Working Group accepts that there are some places that fall short of the full 
recommended criteria, but where in practice there is no viable alternative (a fact 
acknowledge by the Electoral Commission).  The Working Group has taken account of 
all observations received, before coming to its conclusions, which are believed to be 
the best available currently. 

6.3 The Working Group acknowledges that consultation has given rise to comments on 
some aspects of electoral arrangements which are outside the scope of the current 
review, for example the need for alteration of existing boundaries. 

7. RECOMMENDATION 

7.1 Recommend to Council that  

(a) the proposals for polling districts and places put forward by the Working Group is 
adopted;  and 

(b) the conclusions of the review and all related correspondence and evidence be 
publicised in accordance with Electoral Commission guidance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


